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Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1 1651 9.9 3 15 66.3 99.9
2 1236 24.3 8.7 45 54.1 74.8
3 411 25.2 7.5 45 55.9 24.9
4 5 13 3.7 45 28.9 0.3
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question


Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.
However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.


Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.


Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question


Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.


Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Compulsory

1.	 Look at the item below and answer the following questions.

There have been several cases of ‘feral’ children found in forests 
and elsewhere who have apparently been reared by wolves or other 
animals. These children act in a way that is different to expected 
human behaviour. Sociologists often refer to these children as an 
example of the influence of nurture on human behaviour.

adapted from AS Level Sociology – Napier press

	 (a)	 With reference to the item, and your own knowledge, explain the meaning of the term 
nurture.	 [5]

	 (b)	 Using material from the item, and your own knowledge, describe and explain how any 
two agents of socialisation influence the behaviour of children.	 [10]
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Sticky Note
5 marks – 3+2

AO1 - 3 knowledge points – definition, reference to norms and values and to nature as opposed to nurture.

AO2 – a clear and developed reference to the item with additional analysis and examples. 

To gain full marks candidates need to give 3 different knowledge points; one of which should be a definition (AO1). A developed reference to the item and an example or some analysis will gain full marks (AO2).


Sticky Note
The answer starts with a definition of nurture. Not perfect but adequate. The candidate then links to the item and refers to the agents of socialisation and gives an example of a specific feral child. Knowledge and understanding is displayed with the reference to norms and values and examples are given. The answer finishes with knowledge of the difference between nature and nurture.




Sticky Note
2 marks 2+0

AO1 – 2 marks for a definition and some understanding of norms and values.

A01 – 0 marks. The reference to the item is confused and no examples are given.


Sticky Note
The answer starts by defining the term nurture. The reference to the item is somewhat confused. The feral children would have been socialised by the environment they were in. The last sentence refers to norm and values.






Sticky Note
10 marks – 5+5

AO1. A number of accurate and relevant points are made. There is a clear focus on the process of socialisation – the first paragraph is better than the second. Sociological terminology is used correctly throughout the answer.

AO2. There is a developed reference to the item. Examples that are linked to the specifics of the question are given and there is some explanation of the process of socialisation.


Sticky Note
The candidate starts with a definition of socialisation. Some candidates wrote introductions that were far too long for this question. 

This candidate identifies the family as the primary agent of socialisation and links to the process of socialisation by referring to sanctions and role models.

Examples of the use of sanctions in terms of rewards and punishments are then given and examples of how this would influence the behaviour of children are also included. Many candidates failed to link their knowledge of socialisation to how they would ‘influence the behaviour of children’ 

At the end of the first paragraph there is a clear and developed reference to the item. This must be included for candidates to be awarded marks in the highest band for AO2. 

The second paragraph identifies schools as a secondary agents of socialisation (education would be a better term to use) and refers to teachers as role models. This reference could have been further developed in terms of copying or imitation. Nevertheless the candidate does refer to labelling and the hidden curriculum.








Sticky Note
6 marks – 3+3

AO1 

The candidate has identified 2 agents of socialisation and refers to sanctions. The explanation of the first, in terms of sanctions, is descriptive. The reference to formal sanctions in terms of prison is not relevant. Very little of relevance is written about the family.

AO2 

An attempt to use the item but otherwise very descriptive and lacking analysis in terms of the process of socialisation. Weak in terms of examples referring to the behaviour of children.


Sticky Note
The candidate identifies school as an agent of socialisation and refers accurately to sanctions. The explanation of sanctions is descriptive and not linked to the process of socialisation. There is an attempt to use the item.

The family is referred to but not developed in terms of the question. 

The candidate then goes on to explain the difference between primary and secondary socialisation and consequently loses focus on the question.
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Choose one question from the following options.

Either,

2.
Families and culture

	 (a)	 Outline and explain reasons for the growth in singlehood in the contemporary UK.
	 [15]

	 (b)	 A high divorce rate reflects less commitment to family life. Discuss.	 [30]
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Sticky Note
12 marks - 7+5

AO1. Level 4. At least 3 reasons are identified. Supporting evidence is used. There is reference to legislation and a named sociologist. There is clear relevant knowledge and understanding.

AO2. Level 3. There is some attempt to link to the question but the link is rather implicit. The candidate needed to develop their analysis in terms of the question to be awarded a mark in the highest mark band.

A common error with this question was to focus on single parents rather than singlehood.

Sticky Note
When answering this question candidates should aim to identify 3 reasons and offer an explanation of these reasons supported by sociological evidence.

Following a brief introduction the candidate identifies the increase in divorce as the first reason for the growth in singlehood. This is supported with a reference to legislation and a named sociologist. The link between divorce and singlehood could have been further explained.

The second reason is identified as the Abortion Act and the sexual revolution. Again further development in terms of the question would have improved this answer.

Thirdly the candidate identifies the financial independence of women as a reason but this is somewhat undeveloped, as is the last reason which refers to the acceptance of homosexual relationships.






Sticky Note
8 marks 5+3

AO1. 2 reasons identified. Divorce and choice. Except for the mention of postmodernism the answer is very generalised and basic in terms of sociological evidence.

AO2. The candidate has made basic links between their answer and the question. There is a lack of explicit analysis.

Sticky Note
The candidate starts by referring to the choices women make to be independent. Unfortunately this is not supported by evidence. 

There is then a reference to divorce rates but again undeveloped and lacking evidence. 

The reference to postmodernists is accurate and linked back to choice. This could have been further developed.






Sticky Note
18 marks – 9+9

AO1 – There is some accurate reference to sociological evidence and theory. Nevertheless this is only slightly better than basic in terms of the question.

AO2 – There is some attempt to address the question but this is not maintained throughout the answer. There is a lack of developed analysis and evaluation for the candidate to be awarded a higher mark for AO2.


Sticky Note
In order to again the highest marks for this question candidates must develop a debate. In this instance they were expected to argue for and against the statement that a high divorce rate reflects less commitment to family life.

The essay starts with a reference to nuclear families and the CSA. Although accurate there is no explicit mention of divorce or commitment to family life. The last sentence of this paragraph lacks clarity and analysis in terms of the question. 

The second paragraph does focus more on the question. There is a reference to children and some trends are referred to accurately. The reference to commitment is in need of further development. 

The reference to Murdock is rather dated and not linked to the question. 

The next paragraph that refers to Marxism is accurate but again the focus on the question is implicit.

The reference to liberated females is accurate and does attempt to address the notion of commitment. More explicit sociological evidence would have improved this paragraph. 

The last paragraph is more focused on the question and does attempt a conclusion.





Sticky Note
The answer starts by referring to divorce rates. Although the candidate uses some sociological knowledge to discuss divorce there is no explicit link to the question. 

There then follows a number of basic paragraphs that are not developed in terms of the question. The reference to Delphy and Leonard is confused. The reference to children could have been developed in terms of the question. Towards the end of the answer the focus is on single parents but the material is generalised and clacks clarity. The reference to married women living longer the unmarried women is not accurate.

Sticky Note
General comment

8 marks – 5+3

AO1 Basic in terms of knowledge and focus on the question. There is evidence of confusion and much of the answer is generalised.

AO2 The answer is limited in terms of links to the specifics of the question and in terms of any attempt to analyse.
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Choose one question from the following options.

Or,

3.
Youth cultures

	 (a)	 Outline and explain the features of spectacular youth cultures.	 [15]

(b)	 Youth cultures have often been linked to deviant behaviour. Discuss.	 [30]
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Sticky Note
14 marks 8+6

AO1. At least 3 features are identified. Sociological evidence is used to support the answer. Sociological language is used accurately.

AO2. There is a clear focus on the question and references to writes have been explained in detail.  
  
Many candidates wrote descriptive accounts of youth culture in general and failed to identify specific features.


Sticky Note
The answer starts with a definition of spectacular youth cultures. 

In the second paragraph the candidates uses a study to identify a number of features of spectacular youth cultures. 

The second paragraph is focused on the question. Again a study is identified and explained in terms of the question. Deviancy is explicitly identified as a feature and there is also a reference to class.

Style and behaviour are identified in the third paragraph and linked to ethnicity. The candidate then offers some evaluation at the end of this paragraph. This is not necessary for this question as the questions asks candidates to ‘Outline and explain the features..’. 

The answer concludes with reference to Punks and the use of style and behaviour as a form of resistance. Therefore a further feature has been identified with some explanation.








Sticky Note
24 marks – 12+12

AO1 There are references to theory and writers through the answer. More breadth than depth therefore the top of level 3.
 
AO2 There is a clear focus on the question. Analysis is developed and the candidate has offered analytic and evaluative comments throughout. 


Sticky Note
The essay starts with a clear introductory paragraph.
The candidate then identifies a deviant subculture with an example of a study. At the end of the paragraph the candidate links to the question and also raises the question of its relevance to the youth cultures of today. It is pleasing to note that the candidate has an awareness of time scale.

Youth cultures are then linked to agencies of socialisation, education and media. There is some lack of clarity when the candidate refers to boys conforming more today. What is the evidence for this? The reference to the London riots is a good example.

The candidate then addresses the notion of gender. Although there is some lack of clarity there is a debate in terms of males being more deviant than females.

The reference to postmodernism is relevant and accurate. The candidate could have further developed the reference to Blackman by giving examples of how the norms and values can be challenged.

The conclusion is focused on the question and sums up the content of the answer.
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1 


SY1 
 
Q.1 (a) With reference to the item, and your own knowledge, explain the 


meaning of the term nurture. [5] 
 
  Answers should be fully rewarded for accuracy and relevance. Candidates 


may refer to the following: 
 


   Nurture as learnt behaviour. 
 


   Nature v nurture. 
 


   Socialisation - primary / secondary.  
 
   Examples of learned behaviour. 
 
 


Marks AO1 


3 
There will be relevant points made which identify the meaning of the term, 
displaying a detailed and clear understanding of the term including 
reference to norms and values.  Reference will be made to the item. 


2 
There will be some understanding of the term which is illustrated through 
the use of examples. 


1 
There will be basic understanding of the term with misunderstanding 
evident. 


0 No relevant points will be made. 


 


 


Marks AO2 


2 Detailed understanding is displayed through clear explanation. 


1 There will be some analysis. 


0 No explanations offered. 
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(b) Using material from the item, and your own knowledge, describe and explain  
 how any two agents of socialisation influence the behaviour of children? [10] 
 
  The focus of the answer should be on the process of socialisation. 
  
  Terms such as sanction, role model, imitation should be expected / rewarded. 
 


 The best answers will refer to specific examples focussing on children. 
 
 
Other relevant ideas that may be valid and worthy of credit.  
 
 


 


Marks AO1 (5) AO2 (5) 


 4 - 5 


There are a number of specific, correct 
and relevant points made.  


Correct sociological terminology will be 
used in such a way as to display 
explicit knowledge and understanding. 


The quality of written communication 
will be good. 


Reference will be made to item. 


Additional sociological knowledge will 
be present. 


Appropriate examples and 
explanations of the processes or 
agencies described will be apparent. 


 


Analysis will be explicit. 


2 - 3 


There will be some relevant points 
made. 


Some sociological language may be 
present.  


There may be some errors of 
punctuation, spelling and grammar. 


There may be reference to the item or 
additional sociological knowledge. 


Some appropriate examples and 
explanations of the processes or 
agencies described will be apparent. 


 


Analysis will be implicit. 


1 


There is little evidence of sociological 
content. 


Answers will be common sense in 
approach. 


Limited use of appropriate examples 
and explanations of the processes or 
agencies described will be apparent. 
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Families and Culture 
 


Q.2 (a) Outline and explain reason for the growth in singlehood in the 
contemporary UK. [15] 


 
Expect a range of reasons (3/4) with an explanation on their influence on the 
growth of singlehood. 
 
Answers may refer to some of the following: 
 
 Legislation, equal pay act, sex discrimination act. 
 
 Feminisation of the workforce. 
 
 Female independence and opportunities - Scare. 
 
 Changing values. 
 
 Creative singlehood - Hall et al. 
 
 The groups who are most likely to be single. 
 
 
The emphasis here is on demonstrating knowledge and understanding and 
an ability to explain in terms of the question. 
 
 
Other relevant ideas that may be valid and worthy of credit.  


 


 


 


AO1 (8) AO2 (7) 


7 - 8 
Candidates will be able to make accurate, 
appropriate and detailed reference to a range of 
writers, research and theory. 
There will be a detailed level of knowledge and 
understanding and this will be detailed and wide 
ranging. 
Candidates will be able to refer to more than one 
area of sociology where appropriate. 
Answers will be expressed in appropriate 
sociological language. 
Candidates will be able to make accurate and 
appropriate use of the sociological terminology 
indicated in the specifications, showing knowledge 
and understanding of its meaning. 
The quality of written communication is very good, 
with few, if any, errors of spelling, punctuation or 
grammar. 


6 - 7 
Candidates will relate their knowledge directly to 
the question under consideration and this link will 
be detailed and explicit. 
References to writers, research and/or theory will 
be explained in detail and contextualised. 
Answers will be formally constructed with a clear 
and logical argument. 
Evaluation and/or analysis will be detailed and 
explicit throughout the answers. 
The candidate may challenge the terms of the 
question. 
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AO1 (8) AO2 (7) 


5 - 6 
Candidates will be able to make some accurate, 
appropriate reference to writers, research or 
theory. 
There will be some knowledge and understanding 
and this will be detailed or wide ranging. 
Candidates may be able to refer to more than one 
area of sociology where appropriate. 
Answers will make some use of appropriate 
sociological language. 
Candidates may be able to make some use of the 
sociological terminology indicated in the 
specifications, showing some knowledge and 
understanding of its meaning. 
The quality of written communication is, for the 
most part good though there may be some errors 
of spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


4 - 5 
Candidates will relate their knowledge to the 
question under consideration but the link is likely 
to be more implicit than in band 4. 
References to writers, research or theory will have 
some explanation. 
Answers will have some clarity and logical 
argument. 
Evaluation or analysis is likely to be implicit and is 
unlikely to be present throughout the answer. 
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AO1 (8) AO2 (7) 


3 - 4 
Candidates will be able to make basic references 
to writers, research or theory. 
There will be basic knowledge and understanding 
but this will lack detail and will not be wide ranging. 
Candidates will make basic references to other 
areas of sociology. 
There will be limited and at times inaccurate use of 
the sociological terminology indicated in the 
specifications. 
The quality of written communication will be limited 
with frequent errors of punctuation, spelling and 
grammar. 


2 - 3 
Candidates will make basic links between their 
knowledge and the question. 
There will be basic explanation of any writers, 
research or theory referred to. 
Answers will have basic clarity or logical 
argument. 
Any evaluation or analysis will be implicit and very 
limited. 
 
 


1 - 2 
Candidates may rely on anecdotal references with 
few if any references to writers, research or 
theory. 
There will be limited knowledge or understanding. 
There will be limited use of sociological language. 
The quality of written communication will be poor 
with numerous errors of spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. 


1  
Candidates will make limited links between their 
knowledge and the question. 
There will be limited explanation of any writers, 
research or theory. 
There will be limited analysis. 
 


0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding 
displayed. 


0 
No relevant analysis. 
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(b) A high divorce rate reflects less of a commitment to family life.  
 Discuss.  [30] 
 
  There should be a clear discussion; 
 
  The emphasis will be on sociological viewpoints/theories. New right, Stacey, 


Giddens, Rogers and Pryor. 
 
  Expect to see a discussion focussed on different aspects of family life; 


commitment, expectations, children, marriage/re-marriage. 
 
  Arguments should be supported by evidence with an explanation of the 


evidence. 
 
 Other relevant ideas that may be valid and worthy of credit.   
 
 


AO1 (16) AO2 (14) 


13 - 16 
Candidates will be able to make accurate, 
appropriate and detailed reference to a range of 
writers, research and theory. 
There will be a detailed level of knowledge and 
understanding and this will be detailed and wide 
ranging. 
Candidates will be able to refer to more than one 
area of sociology where appropriate. 
Answers will be expressed in appropriate 
sociological language. 
Candidates will be able to make accurate and 
appropriate use of the sociological terminology 
indicated in the specifications, showing knowledge 
and understanding of its meaning. 
The quality of written communication is very good, 
with few, if any, errors of spelling, punctuation or 
grammar. 


12 - 14 
Candidates will relate their knowledge directly to 
the question under consideration and this link will 
be detailed and explicit. 
References to writers, research and/or theory will 
be explained in detail and contextualised. 
Answers will be formally constructed with a clear 
and logical argument. 
Evaluation and/or analysis will be detailed and 
explicit throughout the answers. 
The candidate may challenge the terms of the 
question. 
 


9 - 12 
Candidates will be able to make some accurate, 
appropriate reference to writers, research or 
theory. 
There will be some knowledge and understanding 
and this will be detailed or wide ranging. 
Candidates may be able to refer to more than one 
area of sociology where appropriate. 
Answers will make some use of appropriate 
sociological language. 
Candidates may be able to make some use of the 
sociological terminology indicated in the 
specifications showing some knowledge and 
understanding of its meaning. 
The quality of written communication is, for the 
most part good though there may be some errors 
of spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


8 - 11 
Candidates will relate their knowledge to the 
question under consideration but the link is likely to 
be more implicit than in band 4. 
References to writers, research or theory will have 
some explanation. 
Answers will have some clarity and logical 
argument. 
Evaluation or analysis is likely to be implicit and is 
unlikely to be present throughout the answer. 
 







© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 


7 


 


 


AO1 (16) AO2 (14) 


5 - 8 
Candidates will be able to make basic references 
to writers, research or theory. 
There will be basic knowledge and understanding 
but this will lack detail and will not be wide ranging. 
Candidates will make basic references to other 
areas of sociology. 
There will be limited and at times inaccurate use of 
the sociological terminology indicated in the 
specifications. 
The quality of written communication will be limited 
with frequent errors of punctuation, spelling and 
grammar. 


4 - 7 
Candidates will make basic links between their 
knowledge and the question. 
There will be basic explanation of any writers, 
research or theory referred to. 
Answers will have basic clarity or logical argument. 
Any evaluation or analysis will be implicit and very 
limited. 
 


1 - 4 
Candidates may rely on anecdotal references with 
few if any references to writers, research or theory. 
There will be limited knowledge or understanding. 
There will be limited use of sociological language. 
The quality of written communication will be poor 
with numerous errors of spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. 


1 - 3 
Candidates will make limited links between their 
knowledge and the question. 
There will be limited explanation of any writers, 
research or theory. 
There will be limited analysis. 
 


0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding 
displayed. 


0 
No relevant analysis. 
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Youth cultures 
 


Q.3 (a) Outline and explain the features of spectacular youth cultures. [15] 
 


  Expect a range of features (3/4) with an explanation. Evidence should be based 
on specific youth cultures of the past or more recent trends. 


 


  Answers may refer to some of the following: 
 


   Masculine. 


   Short lived. 


   Class related. 


   Resisting. 


   Style and fashion. 


 


  The emphasis here is on demonstrating knowledge and understanding and an 
ability to explain in terms of the question. 


 


  Other relevant ideas that may be valid and worthy of credit.   
 


AO1 (8) AO2 (7) 


7 - 8 
Candidates will be able to make accurate, 
appropriate and detailed reference to a range of 
writers, research and theory. 
There will be a detailed level of knowledge and 
understanding and this will be detailed and wide 
ranging. 
Candidates will be able to refer to more than one 
area of sociology where appropriate. 
Answers will be expressed in appropriate 
sociological language. 
Candidates will be able to make accurate and 
appropriate use of the sociological terminology 
indicated in the specifications showing knowledge 
and understanding of its meaning. 
The quality of written communication is very good, 
with few, if any, errors of spelling, punctuation or 
grammar. 


6 - 7 
Candidates will relate their knowledge directly to 
the question under consideration and this link will 
be detailed and explicit. 
References to writers, research and/or theory will 
be explained in detail and contextualised. 
Answers will be formally constructed with a clear 
and logical argument. 
Evaluation and/or analysis will be detailed and 
explicit throughout the answers. 
The candidate may challenge the terms of the 
question. 
 


5 - 6 
Candidates will be able to make some accurate, 
appropriate reference to writers, research or 
theory. 
There will be some knowledge and understanding 
and this will be detailed or wide ranging. 
Candidates may be able to refer to more than one 
area of sociology where appropriate. 
Answers will make some use of appropriate 
sociological language. 
Candidates may be able to make some use of the 
sociological terminology indicated in the 
specifications showing some knowledge and 
understanding of its meaning. 
The quality of written communication is, for the 
most part good though there may be some errors 
of spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


4 - 5 
Candidates will relate their knowledge to the 
question under consideration but the link is likely 
to be more implicit than in band 4. 
References to writers, research or theory will have 
some explanation. 
Answers will have some clarity and logical 
argument. 
Evaluation or analysis is likely to be implicit and is 
unlikely to be present throughout the answer. 
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AO1 (8) AO2 (7) 


3 - 4 
Candidates will be able to make basic references 
to writers, research or theory. 
There will be basic knowledge and understanding 
but this will lack detail and will not be wide ranging. 
Candidates will make basic references to other 
areas of sociology. 
There will be limited and at times inaccurate use of 
the sociological terminology indicated in the 
specifications. 
The quality of written communication will be limited 
with frequent errors of punctuation, spelling and 
grammar. 


2 - 3 
Candidates will make basic links between their 
knowledge and the question. 
There will be basic explanation of any writers, 
research or theory referred to. 
Answers will have basic clarity or logical 
argument. 
Any evaluation or analysis will be implicit and very 
limited. 
 
 


1 - 2 
Candidates may rely on anecdotal references with 
few if any references to writers, research or 
theory. 
There will be limited knowledge or understanding. 
There will be limited use of sociological language. 
The quality of written communication will be poor 
with numerous errors of spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. 


1  
Candidates will make limited links between their 
knowledge and the question. 
There will be limited explanation of any writers, 
research or theory. 
There will be limited analysis. 
 


0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding 
displayed. 


0 
No relevant analysis. 
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(b) Youth culture has often been linked to deviant behaviour. 
 Discuss. [30] 
 


 There should be a discussion. The nature and fluid nature of deviance could be 
addressed. 


 
 Answers may focus on: 
 


  Deviant youth culture (skinheads, anti-social sub-cultures) and compare to 
other youth cultures - bedroom culture, ordinary youth. 


 
  Are neo-tribes considered deviant? 
 
  Influence of the media 
 


 Arguments should be supported by evidence with an explanation of the evidence. 
  
 Reference to a range of youth-subcultures / cultures should also be credited. 
 
 Other relevant ideas that may be valid and worthy of credit. 
 


AO1 (16) AO2 (14) 


13 - 16 
Candidates will be able to make accurate, 
appropriate and detailed reference to a range of 
writers, research and theory. 
There will be a detailed level of knowledge and 
understanding and this will be detailed and wide 
ranging. 
Candidates will be able to refer to more than one 
area of sociology where appropriate. 
Answers will be expressed in appropriate 
sociological language. 
Candidates will be able to make accurate and 
appropriate use of the sociological terminology 
indicated in the specifications, showing knowledge 
and understanding of its meaning. 
The quality of written communication is very good, 
with few, if any, errors of spelling, punctuation or 
grammar. 


12 - 14 
Candidates will relate their knowledge directly to 
the question under consideration and this link will 
be detailed and explicit. 
References to writers, research and/or theory will 
be explained in detail and contextualised. 
Answers will be formally constructed with a clear 
and logical argument. 
Evaluation and/or analysis will be detailed and 
explicit throughout the answers. 
The candidate may challenge the terms of the 
question. 
 


9 - 12 
Candidates will be able to make some accurate, 
appropriate reference to writers, research or 
theory. 
There will be some knowledge and understanding 
and this will be detailed or wide ranging. 
Candidates may be able to refer to more than one 
area of sociology where appropriate. 
Answers will make some use of appropriate 
sociological language. 
Candidates may be able to make some use of the 
sociological terminology indicated in the 
specifications showing some knowledge and 
understanding of its meaning. 
The quality of written communication is, for the 
most part good though there may be some errors 
of spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


8 - 11 
Candidates will relate their knowledge to the 
question under consideration but the link is likely 
to be more implicit than in band 4. 
References to writers, research or theory will have 
some explanation. 
Answers will have some clarity and logical 
argument. 
Evaluation or analysis is likely to be implicit and is 
unlikely to be present throughout the answer. 
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AO1 (16) AO2 (14) 


5 - 8 
Candidates will be able to make basic references 
to writers, research or theory. 
There will be basic knowledge and understanding 
but this will lack detail and will not be wide ranging. 
Candidates will make basic references to other 
areas of sociology. 
There will be limited and at times inaccurate use of 
the sociological terminology indicated in the 
specifications. 
The quality of written communication will be limited 
with frequent errors of punctuation, spelling and 
grammar. 


4 - 7 
Candidates will make basic links between their 
knowledge and the question. 
There will be basic explanation of any writers, 
research or theory referred to. 
Answers will have basic clarity or logical 
argument. 
Any evaluation or analysis will be implicit and very 
limited. 
 
 


1 - 4 
Candidates may rely on anecdotal references with 
few if any references to writers, research or 
theory. 
There will be limited knowledge or understanding. 
There will be limited use of sociological language 
The quality of written communication will be poor 
with numerous errors of spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. 


1 - 3 
Candidates will make limited links between their 
knowledge and the question. 
There will be limited explanation of any writers, 
research or theory. 
There will be limited analysis. 
 


0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding 
displayed. 


0 
No relevant analysis. 
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